INTRODUCTION
self-identical "P knowledge is neither possible nor reliable. The memory of such and such an act which is an event in such and such a time, such and such a place, is reliable, is trustworthy, because that memory is of a certain person who is not a mere appearance. Memory is not a mere concatenation of conscious states, it is the psychic properly of a persistent "P. Therefore memory as the psychic property of a certain "F is useful, important, valuable and trustworthy.
When there is no "F to recognize, recollect or remember the events which occur in its life, it is not possible to have a connected, systematised and rationalized knowledge. Our memory is of great use and importance in giving us a connected history of knowledge because it is our memory. Knowledge is possible and reliable only on our ability to remember in new situations experiences which were our experiences in different relations.
Our saint maintained that the "I" on no condition whatever loses its individuality. Even in its self-transcendent ecstasy, it (the self) does not so lose itself in its rapture that it annihilates itself It is the teaching of Pattanathu Pillai that a mystic's contemplation of God is a voluntary desire to understand His will and to live according to His will. When a bhakta allows himself to be carried away beyond the province of self-recognition, his contemplation ceases to be contemplation. It becomes a lifeless sleep of an idle man. And Shiva refuses to let Himself be seen through his life. Such a man's poor and passive life will give but an imperfect picture of Nataraja. In a bhakta's contemplation of God he must retain the rich consciousness of His presence in his experience. It is only such a bhakta that is fit to become a Dcva and attain his Amaratva.. It is only such a bhakta that can be expected to become a creative and progressive servant of humanity. A bhakta who returns to this busy world of actual life from his height of self-transcendent contemplation with the consciousness of the infinite God in himself is not afraid of working in the midst of the most depressing sorrows and sufferings and that to the end of his life here and hereafter.
According to our saint, God is not an autocrat who has   His abode   in   a   far   distant    cloud-land surrounded by innumerable
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